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is the fact. For myself, being thin-skinned, I held my
peace and affixed seals, not of wax, but of lead, and
indigestible.
Still, goats or no goats, wherever there was material of
value, it was consistently removed and shipped away to
Anatolia, and our allies assisted the Turks to avoid
the controls. The agents employed by General Head-
Quarters throve on their reports on this gun-running.
It was such an open secret and so easily come by, that
they reported correctly and drew their pay in ease. They
had long since combined into a close corporation and
had quite an efficient staff for manufacturing and co-
ordinating information, rarely correct but always sale-
able. From a dozen *' independent" sources would
come exact details of a plot or a raid and then the agents
at General Head-Quarters who had invented the idea
would be sent in hot haste to investigate. It was a
whole new trade. It grew rapidly with wide rami-
fications and financial possibilities ; for the Turks had
paid their agents only by results.
My assistants on the depots were a few British and a
number of Turks. Brain-power, education and, above
all, imagination have much to do with fear, and as
these Turks had little of the former they had likewise
little fear. They smoked cigarettes placidly in powder
factories. They dumped coal and shells and boxes of
tri-nitro-toluene together, and then would break up a
few old ammunition boxes and light a fire to cook and
warm themselves in the lee of the dump, and this in a
thickly populated suburb of the city where the houses
were of wood. They handled without emotion explo-